The initiation of peritoneal dialysis: planning the initial prescription.
The initiation of peritoneal dialysis (PD) requires that the nephrologist address certain key issues. These include patient selection for PD, the timing of the placement of the PD catheter, the timing of the initiation of PD, the schedule of PD to be utilized, and the initial regimen of PD to be prescribed. In addressing these issues, the nephrologist needs to consider not only the medical condition of the patient but also the psychosocial status and quality of life concerns of the patient and his/her family. Furthermore, the dialysis treatment regimen needs to be organized to maintain the long term viability of PD therapy.